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CITY OF FLOWERY BRANCH 
Council Meeting Minutes 

Work Session 

Wednesday September 2
nd
, 2009 

9:30 A.M. 
 

OPEN WORK SESSION: 

 

Mayor Hirling opened the work session at 9:31 am. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 

 
Mayor Hirling led the Pledge of Allegiance 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

 

There were no public comments. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 

Discussion - 2
nd
 Reading Ordinance 348-9 - Amendment to Zoning Code to modify Article 11. 

 

Planner Riker advised that this item was reviewed at the last council meeting and at a public 
hearing and that there was nothing else to add. 
 
Discussion – 2

nd
 Reading Ordinance 423 – 2009 Millage Rate  

 
Clerk McCain reviewed the Ordinance. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 
Discussion August 13, 2009 Public Hearing Meeting Minutes 

 
There were no comments or corrections. 
 
Discussion - August 19, 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 
There were no comments or corrections. 
 
Discussion – Tree Park Utility Bill 

 

City Manager Andrew advised that there had been an error in the calculations and billing of the 
utility bill for Tree Park Apartments and that a refund was due in the amount of $39,384.34.  
 
Councilman Lutz inquired if we would need to amend the budget for this year based on what we 
calculated for revenue. 
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City Manager Andrew advised that it was unknown at this time since the City just began its new 
budget year and that we are ahead in revenue possible due to the drought being lifted. 
 
Manager Andrew further advised the loss is approximately $40,000.00 and if not enough in 
revenue to cover the cost would come out of capitol. 
 
Councilman Fetterman inquired if this would affect our replacement of our lines in the future and 
put us behind.   
 
Manager Andrew advised that there is 1.3 million in the fund right now but the funds are being 
used to install the Cinnamon Cove force main pump and those funds will be replaced with 
SPLOST funds and eventually go toward the expansion of the plant. 
 
Manager Andrew advised that it would put us behind what we anticipated. 
 
Councilman Fetterman inquired on how the funds would be returned.   
 
Manager Andrew advised that the funds would be refunded to Tree Park/Argen and it would be 
their responsibility to refund the residents. 
 
Councilman Fetterman inquired on the refund to those individuals that have already left the 
complex. 
 
Manager Andrew advised that they would receive a pro-rata share that will be issued by Tree 
Park/Argen 
 
Discussion - Downtown Transportation Contract Award 

 
Planner Riker reviewed the bids and suggested that the Council approve the contract with Pond  
& Company as the low bidder. 
 
Planner Riker further informed the council that Pond & Company is our current engineer and 
that this work would fall under the contract that is active. 
 
Pond & Company         $28,235.00 
Wilbur Smith Associates  $29,963.00 
Kimley-Horn Associates  $30,000.00 
Street Smarts   $30,000.00 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

Planning & Zoning 
 
Planner Riker reviewed the current permits, Walgreens, Waffle House and Wachovia. 
  
Planner Riker advised that there would be no public hearing in September. 
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City Manager Report 
 

• Discussion – TIGER Grant co-applicant 
 

City Manager Andrew advised that Hall County was going to apply for a TIGER grant and the 
funding is anticipated to go for the expansion of Spout Springs Road to four (4) lanes.   
 
Manager Andrew is requesting that the Mayor be authorized to sign a letter of support for this 
project. 
 
Clerk Report 
 
Clerk McCain informed the Council that staff would be moving $45,306.42 from the customer 
deposits and placing it into the Water and Sewer Operating fund.   
 
Clerk McCain explained that when a refund is issued to a customer that has discontinued service 
the refund is less the amount of the final bill, and that the final bill monies had not been moved 
from customer deposit account to the operating account. 
 
Council Report 

 

Councilman Fetterman suggested that those individuals that have qualified for office receive a 
packet containing the council meeting information for their review to keep up with current events 
of the City. 

 

ADJOURNMENT WORK SESSION: 

 

Mayor Hirling adjourned the Work Session at 9:59 am. 
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CITY OF FLOWERY BRANCH 

Council Meeting Minutes 

Voting Session 

Wednesday September 2nd, 2009 

Immediately following Work Session 
 

 

 

 

OPEN VOTING SESSION: 

 

Mayor Hirling opened the Voting Session at 9:59 am. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

• Consider - August 13, 2009 Public Hearing Meeting Minutes 
 

• Consider - August 19, 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 

• Consider letter of support for the application by Hall County for the T.I.G.E.R. Grant 
 

• Consider awarding the downtown transportation contract award to Pond & Company 
 in the amount of $28,235.00. 

 

There was a motion made to approve the Consent Agenda as presented. 
 
MOTION:  Craig Lutz 
SECOND:  Allen Bryans 
AYES:  Chris Fetterman, Allen Bryans, Pat Zalewski, Mary Jones and Craig Lutz. 
NAYES:  None 
Motion carried 
  

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 
Consider - 2

nd
 Reading Ordinance 348-9 - Amendment to Zoning Code to modify Article 11. 

 

Attorney Bennett read Ordinance 348-9 
 
There was a motion made to approve Ordinance 348-9 as read. 
 
MOTION:  Allen Bryans 
SECOND:  Mary Jones 
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 Discussion: 
 
Councilman Lutz stated that at the last meeting he was on the fence and after he had polled local 
residents and noting no concerns he stated that he would be voting in favor of the amendment. 
 
AYES:  Chris Fetterman, Allen Bryans, Pat Zalewski, Mary Jones and Craig Lutz. 
NAYES:  None 
Motion carried 
 
Consider - 2

nd
 Reading Ordinance 423 – 2009 Millage Rate  

 
Attorney Bennett read Ordinance 423 
 
There was a motion made to approve Ordinance 423 as read. 
 
MOTION:  Pat Zalewski 
SECOND:  Allen Bryans 
 
Discussion: 
 
Councilman Fetterman stated that he wanted to reiterate that he preferred to roll back the millage 
rate and let everyone know that the city has frivolously spent money on contracts that come out 
of the general fund that he had voted against several times and that the City needs to find every 
way it can to give the money back to the citizens. Further he stated that he hoped in the future the 
City could find a way to roll the millage rate back even though it is one of the lowest he would 
like to see it the lowest. 
 
AYES:   Allen Bryans, Pat Zalewski and Mary Jones 
NAYES:  Craig Luta and Chris Fetterman 
Motion carried 
 
Discussion – Tree Park Utility Bill 

 
There was a motion made to issue a refund to Tree Park Apartments in the amount of $39,384.34 
and allow for an amendment of the FY 2009 budget. 
 
MOTION:  Pat Zalewski 
SECOND:  Allen Bryans 
 
Discussion: 
 
Councilman Lutz stated that he originally did not vote for the discounted rate for Tree Park 
Apartments but it is important that after the ordinance was set and the rates were set that it be 
done fairly.  
 
Councilman Lutz stated that it pained him to return the money but that it was the right thing to 
do and that he would be voting in favor of it. 
 
Councilman Fetterman stated that he hoped that this will, in the future, help the city balance out 
some of the water and sewer rates.  
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Further Councilman Fetterman stated that the City has lots of different rates for different 
customers depending on when they moved into the City or special deals that were made.   
Continuing Councilman Fetterman stated that hopefully this will drive the City, in the future, to 
have equaled the rates. 
 
AYES:  Allen Bryans, Pat Zalewski, Chris Fetterman, Craig Lutz and Mary Jones 
NAYES:  None 
Motion carried 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 

Mayor Hirling announced there would be no Executive Session 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
There was a motion made to adjourn the meeting at 10:06 am. 
 
MOTION:  Chris Fetterman 
SECOND:  Pat Zalewski 
AYES:  Allen Bryans, Pat Zalewski, Chris Fetterman, Craig Lutz and Mary Jones 
NAYES:  None 
Motion carried 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
___________________________ _________________ _________________________________ 
 Mayor Diane Hirling           Date                     City Clerk Melissa McCain 


