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CITY OF FLOWERY BRANCH 

Council Meeting Minutes 

Work Session 

Thursday October 7, 2010 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  

 
Interim Mayor Kris Yardley called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

 

Janet Upchurch – 5644 Nags Head, Flowery Branch, Ga. 30542 

 
Mrs. Upchurch approached the council stating that she has received no information on a 
Christmas festival and offered to assist with having a Flowery Branch Christmas.  Ms. Upchurch 
stated that she thought it would be a shame to discontinue the Flowery Branch Christmas 
traditions. 
 

Donna Chalmers – 7047 Tree House Way, Flowery Branch, Ga. 30542 

 
Ms. Chalmers approached the Council and stated that she wants to get involved with helping 
make Flowery Branch Downtown as vibrant as possible and that she would also assist with the 
Christmas Festival. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

 
No unfinished business 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 
Discussion – September 23, 2010 Meeting Minutes 

 

There were no changes 
 
Discussion – Atlanta Hwy Water Line Improvement Project  

Manager Andrew advised that the City would like to move forward with a capital improvement 
to disconnect current users from an outdated 2-inch line along Atlanta Highway and connect 
them to an existing 6-inch line. 
 
Manager Andrew continued by making the following summary points: 
 

• Currently, there are three business locations, two single-family homes, one duplex, and one 
undeveloped lot connected to a 2-inch water line along Atlanta Highway.  This line has a 
dead-end and with so little flow that there are issues with the turbidity of the line.   
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• Several years ago, GDOT asked the City to remove this line from the GDOT ROW on 
Atlanta Highway. 

• A leak was discovered in the line and staff recommends abandoning the line rather than 
disrupting traffic on Atlanta Highway with a repair. 

• Budget - $4,500 for Gravel, Concrete and Asphalt; $4,500 for Labor; and $5,673.22 for 
Materials.  The total estimate for the project would be $14,173. 

 
Discussion – Purchase of Aerations Control System  

City Planner Riker advised that in May, the US Department of Energy (DOE), through the 
Georgia Environmental Finance Authority (GEFA), awarded Flowery Branch a $204,000 grant 
to assist with several energy efficiency projects. The majority of the grant ($193,000) is intended 
to improve energy efficiency at the City’s Wastewater Treatment Plant by modernizing the 
facility’s aeration control system.  
 
Continuing Planner Riker states that the City’s consulting engineer has recommended Dresser-
Roots Inc., as the sole source equipment provider for the purchase of the new aeration control 
system.  The cost of the equipment is approximately $169,720, of which 100% is reimbursable 
from the grant. Following the purchase of the equipment the City will select a contractor to 
complete the installation. 
 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 

 

City Manager 

 
Manager Andrew reviewed the process the City has taken pertaining to the purchase of 5608 
Gainesville Street and 5702 Main Street. 
 
Manager Andrew stated that many soil samples have been taken and the only contamination 
found was along Pine Street and the cost to clean up being minimal. 
 
Continuing, Manager Andrew reviewed the costs as follows: 
$262,500.00 – Property Cost 
 $118,763 – Water and Sewer fund monies owed to General Fund 
 $ 95,000 – SPLOST VI funds 
 $ 48,737 – General Fund Reserves (Currently have 375,549) 
 
Currently $14,051 was spent for survey and soil testing.  Half of the Survey cost of $4,900 will 
be refunded for a total cost for survey and testing at $11,601 
 

Clerk Report 
 

No report 

 

Planner Report 

 
No report 
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Attorney Report 

 

No report 
 

COUNCIL REPORT: 

 
Councilwoman Swafford advised that she was unaware of the City’s desire to purchase the 
property located at 5608 Gainesville Street or 5702 Main Street until after she had already 
qualified for Post 1.   
 
Ms. Swafford further stated that she would have no discussions pertaining to the property and 
that she would be abstaining from any voting on the properties. 
 
Manager Andrew advised that the process of the City looking into the purchase of these 
properties began a significant time prior to Ms. Swafford qualifying for Post 1 and she was not 
involved and was not notified of the City’s intentions. 
 
Councilman Fetterman inquired on the Christmas Festival. 
 
Manager Andrew stated that Stacy Hall with the Boy Scout troop has offered to run the event.  
Further manager Andrew advised that the City is not interested in hosting a parade as the liability 
issues and past lawsuits make the parade an unsafe and unnecessary part of the festival. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 
The Work Session was adjourned at 6:42 pm. 
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CITY OF FLOWERY BRANCH 

Council Meeting Minutes 

Voting Session 

Thursday October 7, 2010 

Immediately following Work Session 
 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 

 
Interim Mayor Yardley called the Voting Session to order at 6:42 pm. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

• September 23, 2010 Meeting Minutes  
• Atlanta Hwy Water Line Improvement Project  
• Purchase of Aerations Control System  
 
There was a motion made to approve the Consent Agenda as presented 
 
MOTION:  Chris Fetterman 
SECOND:  Tara Richards 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 

There was a motion made to authorize the City to expend funds $118,763 – Water and Sewer 
fund monies owed to General Fund, $ 95,000 – SPLOST VI funds, $ 48,737 – General Fund 
Reserves (Currently have 375,549) and for the Mayor to execute closing documents for 5608 
Gainesville Street and 5702 Main Street as well as to execute the option and lease agreements 
with a right of first refusal for 5710 Gainesville Street. 
 
MOTION:  Chris Fetterman 
SECOND:  Tara Richards 
 

Discussion  

 
Councilman Fetterman stated that he was glad the City received the land at a good price and will 
fit the footprint for the 2005 Comprehensive Land Use Map. 
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Councilwoman Richards also stated that she was pleased with the purchase and felt it would be 
great for the City and the downtown. 
 
VOTE CONTINUED: 
 
AYE: Chris Fetterman, Tara Richards 
NAYES: None 
ABSTAIN: Amanda Swafford 
Mayor voted for third affirmative vote. 
Motion carried 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 

 
There was a motion made to enter Executive Session at 7:46 pm for Pending and Potential 
Litigation. 
 
MOTION:  Tara Richards 
SECOND:  Chris Fetterman 
Unanimous 
 

OPEN SESSION: 

 
There was a motion made to exit Executive Session and reconvene Open Session at 7:46 pm. 
 
MOTION:  Tara Richards 
SECOND:  Chris Fetterman 
Unanimous 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

There was a motion made to adjourn the meeting at 7:57 pm. 
 
MOTION:  Chris Fetterman 
SECOND:  Tara Richards 
Unanimous 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


