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CITY OF FLOWERY BRANCH 

Public Hearing Meeting Minutes 

Thursday October 21, 2010 

6:00 P.M. 
 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER:  

 

The council Meeting was called to order by Interim Mayor Kris Yardley at 6:00 pm. 

 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

 

Interim Mayor Kris Yardley and Council Members Amanda Swafford, Chris Fetterman, and 

Tara Richards.  Also in attendance were City Manager Bill Andrew, City Clerk Melissa McCain, 

City Planner James Riker and City Attorney Ron Bennett. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING #1 

 

Resolution 10-018 – Conditional Use Permit to operate an indoor batting cage in a warehouse 

office/building at 4610 Elk Ridge Court in the (M1) manufacturing and Industrial Zoned District 

 

Planner Riker made the following Power Point presentation and summary: 

 

The applicant has filed a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) application to allow for operation of an 

indoor batting cage business within an existing warehouse/office building at 4610 Elk Ridge 

Court. Specifically, the business will include five batting cages and utilize approximately 6,380 

square feet of the overall 16,000 square foot building area. The building is located within a 

planned industrial/commercial development commonly known as the Flowery Branch Technical 

Center and has approximately 33 customer parking spaces.  There will be no changes to the front 

or side elevation of the building.  

 

Surrounding Properties for Development: 

 

Direction  Existing Land Use   Zone 

North:   Concrete plant    Hall County (Industrial) 

East:   Existing warehouse   M1 (Manufacturing & Industrial) 

South:   vacant lot    M1 (Manufacturing & Industrial 

West:   vacant lot    M1 (Manufacturing & Industrial) 

 

Zoning Code:  

 

The zoning designation for the subject property is M1 (Manufacturing & Industrial). A 

Conditional Use Permit (CUP) is required to allow operation of an “indoor commercial 

recreation facility” within this zoning designation.  
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HOURS OF OPERATION AND USE RESTRICTIONS 

 

The applicant has informed staff that the proposed business hours are Monday through Friday 

from 5 pm to 9 pm, Saturday from 10 am to 9 pm and Sunday from 1 pm to 6 pm. Given that the 

proposed use is adjoined by several traditional warehouse, office and manufacturing uses, staff 

does not believe that a condition limiting the hours of operation is necessary.  

 

Further, the applicant has identified the primary use as a batting cage facility intended to attract 

baseball and softball athletes. Given that this analysis was based on the facility’s primary use as 

a batting cage, staff recommends a condition be included clarifying what specific and accessory 

uses are permitted under this approval.  

 

Staff Recommendation:   

   

� The proposed use shall be limited to operation of a batting cage and 

other uses that involve individual training of skills associated with 

baseball or softball. Use of the facility for other purposes shall be 

subject to Zoning Administrator approval. 

 

� The proposed use shall be restricted to a maximum of 6,380 square 

feet. Any increase in square footage is subject to a parking plan review 

and approval by Zoning Administrator. 

 

LANDSCAPING  

 

An inspection of the property revealed that two trees have been removed from the front 

landscaped planters. Accordingly, staff is recommending a condition be included requiring the 

landscaping be restored to an acceptable condition and a minimum of two 2” caliper trees be 

reinstalled in the parking lot planter areas.   

 

Staff Recommendation:   

� Applicant shall reinstall 2 qty 2” minimum caliper trees that have been 

removed from the parking lot planter areas. All landscape areas are to 

be maintained in a professional manner.  All trees shall be trimmed 

according to standards established by the International Society of 

Arboriculture (ISA).  Tree topping will not be permitted unless 

otherwise approved by the Zoning Administrator.  
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PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

 

John Kight - 2713 Legislative Lane, Buford, Ga. 

 

Mr. Kight approached the council and advised that he was exciting about providing this type of 

instruction and skill building facility to the Hall County and Flowery Branch residents.   

 

Mr. Kight further advised that the business would begin with hiring 4 employees in hopes the 

business will continue to grow and eventually occupy the entire building. 

 

Ken Morton – 14732 Taylor Valley Way, Milton Ga. 

 

Mr. Morton approached the council as the owner of the building and advised the council that Mr. 

Kight’s business plan and ideas are solid and that this would be a good fit for that area. 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

The Public Hearing was closed by Interim Mayor Yardley at 6:12 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


