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CITY OF FLOWERY BRANCH 
Council Meeting 

Work Session Agenda 
Thursday May 5, 2011 6:00 pm 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 
 
Present were Kris Yardley Mayor Pro-Tem, Council Members Amanda Swafford, Chris 
Fetterman, Joe Anglin and Tara Richards.  Mayor Mike Miller joined the meeting via telephone 
later.  Also in attendance were City Manager Bill Andrew, City Planner James Riker, City 
Attorney Ron Bennett and Interim City Clerk Lou Camiscioni. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Pro-Tem Kris Yardley at 6:03 pm. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 
Mr. Sandy Jones, 5955 White Stone Lane, Suwanee, Ga  30024.  Mr. Jones asked the Council to 
vote in favor of the changes to Ordinance No. 348-12, and that he would be available to answer 
any questions. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
Discussion – 2nd Reading of Ordinance No. 348-12 – A Zoning Code Amendment to modify 
portions of Article 24 of the Zoning Code relating to “Changeable Electronic Multiple Message 
Signs” 
 
City Planner Riker informed the Council that the Code Amendment before them has the change 
that was requested by Council at the first reading held on 4/21/2011.  This change was to change 
the distance requirement to a radius requirement. 
 
Council Member Fetterman confirmed that the ordinance before them would be changing the 
distance between signs to a 5,000 radius and asked if the change would affect anything on Spout 
Springs Road or the downtown Atlanta Highway area. 
 
City Planner Riker replied that because the ordinance is City wide; a radius hasn’t been identified.  
Certainly a 5,000 foot radius would be.  If Mr. Jones comes in and wants to get his billboard 
located on I-985, there would be a 5,000 ft. radius from that point that would likely encompass 
the majority of the Public and Stonebridge shopping centers, so Mr. Jones would be the only one 
who would have a changeable electronic multiple message board in that radius.  So there is the 
possibility that if someone else wanted one in those areas they wouldn’t be able to have one. 
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Council Member Fetterman then asked if that 5,000 foot radius reached over to Atlanta Highway. 
 
City Planner Riker said until he swings that 5,000 feet radius, he wouldn’t know the answer to 
that question but said there probably is a possibility that the radius would affect other areas. 
 
Council Member Fetterman then asked the City Planner that if Mr. Jones had one of these signs 
on I-985 and sometime down the future, someone wants to come in and put one on the highway, 
they would be limited or stopped from putting up their sign in a totally different area having no 
effect on the billboard Mr. Jones would be putting up. 
 
Council Member Anglin asked if the Council would be interested in reducing the 5,000 amount.   
 
City Planner Riker suggested that if the Council is interested in doing, changing the distance, then 
as they review the ordinance someone could recommend approving the ordinance with some 
change to some given distance that is not a 5,000 foot radius, or perhaps drops entirely that 
provision of having a radius and to the original section of the code and keep the sign within 5,000 
on the same side. 
 
Council Member Richards asked how many miles of interstate are inside the City limits.    
Someone from the audience stated 1.1.   
 
City Planner Riker reminded the Council that the Ordinance also covers monument signs that 
may want to have changeable electronic multiple message signs.  The primary application may be 
changing out billboards to LED billboards, but the intent could then be not to allow a business 
like Chili’s to have a monument sign. 
 
Council Member Anglin asked if a sign similar to the Blacksheer Place sign would be allowed if 
this ordinance was passed.   
 
City Manager Andrew said it would not be allowed. 
 
City Attorney Bennett reminded the Council that the State’s distance requirement for multiple 
message boards is 5,000 feet on the same side of the highway. 
 
City Fetterman responded by saying the State’s requirement is along the interstate, this ordinance 
using a circumference is going to take up many roads, businesses and institutions in a 20,000 
square foot area (5,000 feet north, south, east and west of a given point).   
 
City Attorney Bennett reminded the Council that the City cannot be less restrictive than the State 
requirement of 5,000 feet on the same side of the highway.   
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Discussion – Draft meeting minutes from April 21, 2011 
Interim City Clerk Lou Camiscioni – Tab 1 
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Discussion – Purchase of Police Vehicles with SPLOST V Funds 
City Manager Bill Andrew – Tab 3 
 
City Manager Andrew confirmed with the Council that SPLOST V funds are from the old 
SPLOST fund that is no longer active.  Currently SPLOST V funds have $147,421 dollars still 
available.  SPLOST VI has $200,664 in its fund.  Mr. Andrew further stated that SPLOST V 
funds are somewhat less restrictive in their use as compared to SPLOST VI funds.  SPLOST V 
funds can be used for recreational facilities, public safety facilities, water system improvements, 
sewer system improvements, additional road and street projects, and/or other capital outlay 
projects of the City.  SPLOST VI outlines different amounts of monies that can be used for 
different purposes.  That being the case the City can then decide as to how to spend the remaining 
SPLOST V monies. 
 
City Manager Andrew further went on to discuss the vehicles currently being used by the Police 
Department.  Out of 16 vehicles, 7 are in need of replacement.  SPLOST VI does provide for 
police vehicles, approximately $300,000 for vehicles but restricts when the vehicles can be 
purchased.  First priority for SPLOST VI is Cinnamon Cove.  Another area where there will be 
cash available is with LOST.  The LOST money will be changing once all the negotiations and 
agreements are finished and that could be in 2 or 3 years. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 
 
City Manager Report 
 
Individual meetings for the 2012 Budget can be scheduled between May 9th and May 18th.   

 

The schedule for the City to have a Special Election in November for Sunday Sales for Alcohol 
was reviewed.  The Special Election can be held on the same day as the General Election already 
scheduled.  The 4 items that the City must decide on are:  1) will the sale only be for Beer and 
Wine, or 2) Beer, Wine and Distilled Spirits; 3) what are the hours that these items can be sold on 
a Sunday [12:30 pm thru 12 midnight] and 4) what date does the City want the Sale of Alcohol on 
Sunday, if passed, to start. 
 
Council Member Richards suggested a Town Hall meeting for the public to attend and be heard, 
once the Council decides on how the ballot will read. 
 
Interim City Clerk Report 
 
Request for Council to authorize the Mayor Pro-Tem to sign two new fleet gas and diesel account 
contracts; QuikTrip and Marathon.  Both accounts have been review by the City Attorney. 
 
City Planner Report 
 
No report. 
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City Attorney Report 
 
No report. 
 
Council Report 
 
Council Member Anglin commented that the thoroughfare on Atlanta Highway is looking good 
and mulch is out now.   
 
Mayor Pro-Tem, Kris Yardley said on May 2nd he attended Celebrate Georgia in honor of Gov. 
Deal’s inauguration.  It was a fantastic event.  Also at the last County meeting, our letter went up 
in front of the County Commissioners and requesting suspension of Impact Fees the City collects 
was denied. 
 
ADJOURNMENT WORK SESSION: 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem, Kris Yardley, closed the Work Session at 6:55 pm



May 5, 2011 Minutes  Page 5 of 7 

 
CITY OF FLOWERY BRANCH 

Council Meeting Agenda 
Voting Session Meeting Agenda 

Immediately following Work Session 
Thursday April 21, 2011 

 
 

 
OPEN VOTING SESSION: 
 
Mayor Pro-Tem Kris Yardley opened the Voting Session at 6:50 pm 
 
CONSENT AGENDA: 
 
Consider - Draft meeting minutes from April 21, 2011 
Interim City Clerk Lou Camiscioni – Tab 1 
 
Consider – Authorization for the Mayor to sign the two fleet gas account applications for 
QuickTrip and Marathon. 
Interim City Clerk Lou Camiscioni 
 
There was a motion made to approve the Consent Agenda as read. 
 
Motion: Tara Richards 
Second: Joe Anglin 
Discussion: none 
Unanimous 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 
Consider – Second Reading of Ordinance No. 348-12 – A Zoning Code Amendment to modify 
portions of Article 24 relating to “Changeable Electronic Multiple Message Signs” 
City Planner James Riker – Tab 2 
 
City Planner Riker commented that he and the City Attorney, Ron Bennett, have come up with a 
couple of options.  One option is to adopt the presented ordinance as option 1.  Option 2 would be 
to go back to the separation requirement as it exists within our code now, which is 5,000 feet on 
the same side of the highway.  Option 3 would be to provide on other options that may exist 
concerning different separation requirements.   
 
City Attorney Bennett read Ordinance No. 348-12 to the Council as it is written.  The ordinance 
as presented includes one change from the first reading and that was adding a 5,000 foot radius as 
opposed to linear feet on the same side of the highway for changeable electronic message signs. 
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A motion was made to postpone the approval of the 2nd reading until the next meeting, May 19, 
2011 so that staff could review and revise the language of the ordinance. 
 
Motion: Chris Fetterman 
Second: Amanda Swafford 
 
Discussion: Council Member Joe Anglin stated his reason for a postponement would be to get 
the monument deal removed from the ordinance. 
 
Council Member Richards indicated she would approve the ordinance as is as long as the 5,000 
foot radius was for billboard or highway signs, that way eliminating the monument sign problem. 
 
All those in favor of motion postponed? 
Ayes:  Chris Fetterman, Joe Anglin, Amanda Swafford. 
Nayes: Tara Richards 
Motion passes 3 to 1. 
 
Consider – Purchase of Police Vehicles (SPLOST V Funds) 
City Manager Bill Andrew – Tab 3 
 
There was a motion to postpone the decision to purchase of Police Vehicles using SPLOST V 
funds to 5/19/2011. 
 
Motion: Joe Anglin 
Second: Chris Fetterman 
Unanimous 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
No New Business 
 
There was a motion made to enter into Executive Session for the purpose of Personnel Matters at 
7:05 pm 
 
Motion:  Chris Fetterman 
Second:  Tara Richards 
Unanimous 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 

 Land Acquisition 
 Personnel Matters 
 Pending/Potential Litigation  

 
There was a motion to exit the Executive Session and resume the Voting Session at 9:15 pm. 
 
Motion:  Chris Fetterman 
Second:  Tara Richards 
Unanimous 
 
There was a motion to terminate Yvonne Barron, Court Clerk. 
 
Motion:  Chris Fetterman 
Second:  Tara Richards 
Unanimous 
 
There was a motion made to adjourn the Voting Session at 9:16 pm. 
 
Motion:  Chris Fetterman 
Second:  Amanda Swafford 
Unanimous 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________ _____________ _______________________________ 

James “Mike” Miller – Mayor           Date  Lou Camiscioni – Interim City Clerk 


