
 

 

CITY OF FLOWERY BRANCH 

PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES 

Thursday June 4, 2015, 6:00 pm 

City of Flowery Branch City Hall 

5517 Main Street, Flowery Branch GA. 30542 

 
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Miller called the meeting to order at 6:06 p.m. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Miller led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

PRESENT: 

 

Mayor Miller and Councilmembers Joe Anglin, Fred Richards and Mary Jones. 

 

Also present were City Manager Bill Andrew, City Clerk Melissa McCain, Finance Director Jeremy 

Perry, and Planning Director John McHenry. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING # 1: 

 

Ordinance 512 - Rezoning of a 7.88 acres in the Clarkstone Village subdivision (34 lots)  

 

Planning Director McHenry reviewed the history of the property and stated that in 2004 the property was 

rezoned from M-1 to R-III with a reduction in minimum single family lot sizes from 10,000 SF to 5,000 

SF.  Specific conditions were negotiated on the setbacks and architectural requirements requiring 

enhanced architectural design which included prairie style windows and 30 inches of brick from ground 

up around the home.  

 

Continuing, Director McHenry advised that the applicant it requesting to: 

 

1. Eliminate prairie style windows on side and rear elevations. (Prairie Style windows on all 

elevations currently required) 

2. Eliminate 30” high trim band of brick or stone on the side and rear elevations. (30” high trim band 

of brick or stone on side and rear elevations currently required & front elevation 50% brick or 

stone) 

3. Combine six lots into four. A reduction from 67 to 65 lots in the subdivision. 

 

Ronald Sprinkle, representing Vanderbilt Homes, approached the council and stated that the builder was 

requesting the reduction of the prairie style windows and the 30” of brick on the sides and back of the 

homes as a cost savings to compensate for the reduction of two lots. 

 

Mr. Sprinkle advised that the lots would remain single family and the prairie windows and brick would 

remain in the front and simply be removed from the sides and back of the home. 

 

Councilman Anglin inquired on the cost savings. 

 

Mr. Sprinkle advised the savings is approximately two thousand dollars a home.  The request falls in line 

with what the current standards are at the Sterling on the Lake Subdivision.   
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PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

 

Jason Ayers – 4803 Clarkstone, Flowery Branch, GA. 30542 

 

Mr. Ayers approached the Council and stated that he was one of the original homeowners in the 

subdivision and is concerned about the integrity of the subdivision if the request was approved. 

 

Mr. Ayers further expressed concerns with the lots being rezoned to multifamily. 

 

Mr. Sprinkle advised that the subdivision has special zoning requirements requiring that the lots can only 

be built as single family homes. 

 

Mr. Ayers advised that the builder has already reduced lot sizes back in 2004 and this additional reduction 

of standards will reduce the integrity of the subdivision. 

 

Directory McHenry assured the Council and residents that the subdivision has site specific zoning and 

regardless of builder, only single family homes can be built on the lots. 

 

Ashley and Adam Hagin – 4804 Clarkstone Circle, Flowery Branch, Ga. 30542 

 

Ms. Hagin approached the Council and expressed concerns with allowing multifamily homes as well as 

the uniformity of the development if the request was approved.    

 

Ms. Hagin stated that her and her husband like the requirement of the brick around the buildings and that 

allowing the reduction of architectural standards will cause the uniformity of the subdivision to be out of 

sync. 

 

Donna Ayers – 4803 Clarkstone, Flowery Branch, Ga. 30542 

 

Ms. Ayers approached the Council and expressed concerns with the square footage being reduced and the 

price of the homes being reduced. 

 

Mr. Sprinkle advised that the square footage was not being reduced and the price has been consistent at 

around $180,000. and that it was not anticipated that the price would be reduced, only increased as the 

economy picks up. 

 

Mr. Sprinkle advised that the reduction of the prairie windows and brick would assist in covering the loss 

of approximately $68,000 due to the reduction of two lots.  The lots are requested to be reduced due to the 

topography, drainage and storm water detention system location.  Reducing the number of homes will 

allow for the rearrangement of the homes on those lots. 

 

Councilman Anglin inquired if any of the new lots being proposed without the prairie windows and 30” of 

brick back up to homes already built in the subdivision. 

 

Mr. Sprinkle reviewed a map and it appeared that only one home would back up to an established home.  

 

 

 

 

Darryl Gunter, 4713 Clarkstone, Flowery Branch, Ga. 30542 
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Mr. Gunter inquired if the developer would consider giving the community the lots they are requesting to 

be reduced so they can be used as green space for the kids of the neighborhood. 

 

Mr. Sprinkle stated that if the developer did that they would be in the same difficult position they 

currently are with the challenged lots and the reason for the reduction in homes is so that the homes could 

be manipulated on the lots for a better fit. 

 

With no further comments from the public or the applicant, Mayor Miller closed the first Public Hearing 

at 6:35 p.m. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING # 2:  

 

Ordinance 513 - 2015 Ad Valorem Tax  

 

Finance Director Jeremy Perry reviewed a PowerPoint presentation and summarized the following: 

 

Property Tax: 

 Net Digest totals $275,466,010 (40% value), prior year $239,778,662 

 Reassessment of Existing Real Property increased the Net Digest $25,914,148 (equal to $86,476 

in additional revenue with a 3.337 millage rate), prior year was a decline of $19,196 

 New or Improved Properties increased the Net Digest $9,773,200 (equal to $32,613 in additional 

revenue with a 3.337 millage rate), prior year $10,800,683 

 

Millage Rate History: 

 Since FY2006 the millage rate was 2.837 mills for 9 consecutive years 

 In FY2015, the millage rate increased .5 mills to 3.337 mills.  The millage increase continues to be 

transferred into the Local Resources Fund for capital projects. 

 With the increase in Reassessments of Existing Real Property in FY2016 (Tax Year 2015), the 

millage rate should be rolled back to 3.023 mills.  

 

Senate Bill 177, Act 431, passed during the 1999 legislative session, signed by the Governor on April 30, 

1999, effective January 1, 2000, established the “Taxpayer Bill of Rights”. The “Taxpayer Bill of Rights” 

imposed no additional requirements if the levying and recommending authorities rolled back the millage 

rate each year to offset any inflationary increases in the digests. However, if the millage rate is not rolled 

back, the levying and recommending authorities must notify the public that taxes are being increased.  

  

In the FY2016 budget, the millage rate has been increased back to 3.337 mills.  The increase will cost the 

Median Home Value taxpayer within the City $21.98 more per year. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

 

Ed Lezaj – 5612 Newberry Point Drive, Flowery Branch, Ga. 30542 

 

Mr. Lezaj expressed concerns with the increase in taxes and stated that while he was in office the same 

situation came up and they rolled back the millage rate.   

 

 

Mr. Lezaj requested that this council roll back the millage rate. 
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With no further questions or comments Mayor Miller closes the public heating at 6:43 p.m. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING # 3: 

 

Resolution 15-003 – FY 2016 Budget  

 

Finance Director Perry summarized the following charts: 

 

General Fund
Approved                  

2015 Budget

Recommended                  

2016 Budget

Increase / 

(Decrease)

Percentage 

Change

Revenues

Property Tax 743,615$             862,704$             119,089$             16.01%

LOST 710,000               810,000               100,000               14.08%

Other Taxes 1,010,871            1,186,287            175,416               17.35%

Licenses and Permits 138,700               146,300               7,600                   5.48%

Intergovernmental 6,200                   11,100                 4,900                   79.03%

Charges for Services 25,588                 22,088                 (3,500)                 -13.68%

Fines and Forfeitures 405,000               305,000               (100,000)             -24.69%

Miscellaneous 34,700                 34,900                 200                      0.58%

Transfer In 50,000                 -                          (50,000)               -100.00%

Use of Fund Balance 311,000               150,000               (161,000)             -51.77%

Total Revenues 3,435,674$          3,528,379$          92,705$               2.70%

Expenditures

General Government 874,778$             925,941$             51,163$               5.85%

Municipal Court 142,544               144,413               1,869                   1.31%

Public Safety 976,855               1,000,814            23,959                 2.45%

Public Works 428,444               442,679               14,235                 3.32%

Culture & Recreation 15,800                 15,800                 -                          0.00%

Housing & Development 310,890               366,342               55,452                 17.84%

Transfer Out 658,358               529,511               (128,847)             -19.57%

Contingency 28,005                 102,879               74,874                 267.36%

Total Expenditures 3,435,674$          3,528,379$          92,705$               2.70%  
 

General Fund Expenditures: 

 

All Departments: 

• 2% COLA (Cost of living adjustment) increase (July 1st) 

• 2% Merit Increase (July 1st) (History: FY2013-3%, FY2007-4%, FY2006-4%) 

• July 1st – Oct. 31st GMA Retirement 

General Government: 

• Replace sign at 985 intersection - $15,000 

• Hourly rate increase for City Attorney to $150 (History: $125 for +/- 10 years) 

• Paperless Council Software $600 per month, along with iPad costs 

 

 

 

Public Works: 
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• Replace spreader - $13,000  

• Purchase used skid steer - $24,000 

• Skid steer attachment - $3,000 

 

Housing & Development: 

 

• Comprehensive Plan - $30,000 

 

Water & Wastewater Fund: 

 

• No major changes to revenue 

 

Water & Wastewater Fund (Expenditures): 

 

Budget changes from FY2015 to FY2016 

 

• 2% COLA (Cost of living adjustment) increase (July 1st) 

• 2% Merit Increase (July 1st) (History: FY2013-3%, FY2007-4%, FY2006-4%) 

• July 1st – Oct. 31st GMA Retirement 

 

Water & Wastewater Fund
Approved                  

2015 Budget

Recommended                  

2016 Budget

Increase / 

(Decrease)

Percentage 

Change

Revenues

Water Charges 516,296$             516,296$             -$                        0.00%

Sewer Charges 1,005,790            1,058,987            53,197                 5.29%

Other Revenue 122,650               127,150               4,500                   3.67%

Use of Retained Earnings 415,405               366,159               (49,246)               -11.85%

Total Revenues 2,060,141$          2,068,592$          8,451$                 0.41%

Expenditures

Administration 106,215$             113,685$             7,470$                 7.03%

Water 374,916               347,208               (27,708)               -7.39%

Wastewater 694,577               702,343               7,766                   1.12%

Sewer Lift Stations 54,500                 66,500                 12,000                 22.02%

Wells & Water Tanks 73,000                 75,500                 2,500                   3.42%

Debt Service 446,933               453,356               6,423                   1.44%

Depreciation 310,000               310,000               -                          0.00%

Total Expenditures 2,060,141$          2,068,592$          8,451$                 0.41%  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Revenue Funds: 
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Special Revenue Funds
Approved                  

2015 Budget

Recommended                  

2016 Budget

Increase / 

(Decrease)

Percentage 

Change

Tax Allocation District
Total Revenues 84,700$               84,700$               -$                        0.00%

Total Expenditures 84,700$               84,700$               -$                        0.00%

Hotel / Motel Tax Fund
Total Revenues 85,000$               44,000$               (41,000)$             -48.24%

Total Expenditures 85,000$               44,000$               (41,000)$             -48.24%

Capital Projects Fund
Approved                  

2015 Budget

Recommended                  

2016 Budget

Increase / 

(Decrease)

Percentage 

Change

SPLOST VII
Total Revenues 686,185$             853,917$             167,732$             24.44%

Total Expenditures 686,185$             853,917$             167,732$             24.44%

Local Resources Fund
Total Revenues 1,433,729$          1,668,689$          234,960$             16.39%

Total Expenditures 1,433,729$          1,668,689$          234,960$             16.39%  
 

SPLOST: 

 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
CAPITAL PROJECTS:

SPLOST VII:

Municipal Buildings 146,167       324,237       324,237         324,237       324,237       173,537       

Roads, Streets and Bridges -                  145,455       145,455         145,455       534,148       143,420       

Water and Sewer Infrastructure 650,000       200,000       128,000         330,000       -              -              

Public Safety Facilities and Equipment 57,750         28,875         57,750          28,875         57,750         -              

SPLOST Fund Reserves -              155,350       198,475         25,350         -              -              

853,917       853,917       853,917         853,917       916,135       316,957       

SOURCE OF FUNDS:

SPLOST VII Collections
853,917       853,917       853,917         853,917       853,917       -                  

SPLOST Fund Reserves
-                  -                  -                   -                  62,218         316,957       

853,917       853,917       853,917         853,917       916,135       316,957       

SPLOST VII (CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN)

TOTAL CAPITAL PROJECTS:

TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS:
 

 

 

Local Resources Fund: 
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2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
CAPITAL PROJECTS:

McEver Road Intersection 329,602       -              -                -              -              -               

CSI Financial Software Upgrade 43,700         -              -                -              -              -               

R.O.W. Acquisition 20,000         -              -                -              -              -               

Lights Ferry Road Connection 1,221,414     193,986       193,986         193,986       193,986       96,993          

Paving Projects (Various Roads) -              -              212,000         -              212,000       -               

Municipal Building -              -              -                -              -              152,735        

Local Resources Fund Reserves 53,973         607,351       -                162,010       -              111,116        

TOTAL CAPITAL PROJECTS 1,668,689     801,337       405,986         355,996       405,986       360,844        

SOURCE OF FUNDS:

LOST Collections 236,000       236,000       236,000         236,000       236,000       236,000        

Transfer In - Fund Balance 150,000       450,000       -                -              -              -               

Transfer In - General Fund 113,075       115,337       117,643         119,996       122,396       124,844        

Grant from Georgia Transportation Infrastructure 

Bank (Lights Ferry Roundabout) 400,000       
-              -                -              -              -               

Proceeds from GTIB Loan 724,421       -              -                -              -              -               

Grant from LMIG (Paving Projects) 45,193         -              -                -              -              -               

Local Resources Fund Reserves -              -              
52,343          

-              
47,590         

-               

TOTAL SOURCE OF FUNDS: 1,668,689     801,337       405,986         355,996       405,986       360,844        

Fiscal Year

LOCAL RESOURCES FUND (CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN)

 
 

Total for all funds: 

 

Total for All Funds
Approved                  

2015 Budget

Recommended                  

2016 Budget

Increase / 

(Decrease)

Percentage 

Change

General Fund 3,435,674$          3,528,379$          92,705$               2.70%

Water & Sewer Fund 2,060,141            2,068,592            8,451                   0.41%

Tax Allocation District (TAD) 84,700                 84,700                 -                          0.00%

Hotel / Motel Tax Fund 85,000                 44,000                 (41,000)               -48.24%

SPLOST VII 686,185               853,917               167,732               24.44%

Local Resources Fund 1,433,729            1,668,689            234,960               16.39%

Total for all Funds 7,785,429$          8,248,277$          462,848$             5.95%  
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  

 

Wallace Stiving – 7117 Artisans Way, Flowery Branch, GA. 30542 

 

Mr. Stiving requested that the Mayor reach out to former council members Tara Richards and Damon 

Gibbs and thank them for their hard work over the years and their service to the community. 

 

 

Mr. Stiving also invited the Council and Public to attend the South Hall Republicans Meeting to be held 

on Monday at the Spout Springs Road Library.  Current candidates will be there for a candidate forum. 
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Mr. Stiving further stated that he felt the City should not roll back the millage rate and noted in all the 

years since the economy deteriorated and the home values decreased the City never increased taxes to 

compensate for the loss. 

 

Further, Mr. Stiving felt that any additional revenue should be put aside for emergencies such as when 

there is a water or sewer leak. 

 

Ed Lezaj – 5612 Newberry Point Drive, Flowery Branch, Ga. 30542 

 

Mr. Lezaj stated that while he sat on the Council they took the COLA automatic raises away and went 

with merit raise so the employee had to work for their raise. 

 

Mr. Lezaj requested that the Council consider rolling back the millage rate. 

 

With no further questions or comments Mayor Miller closed the public hearing at 7:02 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CITY OF FLOWERY BRANCH 

Work Session Meeting Minutes 
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Thursday June 4, 2015, 6:00 pm 

City of Flowery Branch City Hall 

5517 Main Street, Flowery Branch GA. 30542 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Miller called the Work Session to order at 7:03p.m. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: No unfinished business. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

  

1st Reading of Ordinance 512 - Rezoning of a 7.88 acres in the Clarkstone Village Subdivision 

 

All information was discussed during the public hearing and there was no other information to add. 

 

There was a consensus to place the first reading of Ordinance 512 – Rezoning of 7.55 Acres in the 

Clarkstone Village Subdivision on the June 4, 2015 Voting Session Agenda for further consideration. 

 

1st Reading Ordinance 513 – 2015 Ad Valorem Tax  

 

All information was discussed during the public hearing and there was no other information to add. 

 

There was a consensus to place the first reading of Ordinance 513 –2015 Ad Valorem Tax on the June 4, 

2015 Voting Session Agenda for further consideration. 

 

Contract with Walker, Pierce & Tuck for Auditing Services  

 

Finance Director Perry reviewed the history of the City audits and made the following points: 

 

• The City has used Walker, Pierce & Tuck for 9 years (FY2007-FY2015) 

• The last time an RFP was sent out for auditing services was March/April 2007 

• Bids:  Walker & Associates ($14,240), Mauldin & Jenkins ($16,500, $20,000, $21,000), 

Tidwell DeWitt ($43,700, $45,200, $47,600), Alexander, Almand & Assoc. ($14,000-

$16,000) 

• Dan Walker performed the audit from FY2007-FY2011, Wayne Tuck performed the audit from 

FY2012-current 

• The Finance Director has worked with Walker, Pierce & Tuck through two Fiscal Years 

• Contract Amounts:  FY2007-FY2009 ($14,240), FY2010-FY2015 ($15,240) 

 

There was a consensus to place the contract with Walker, Pierce and Tuck on the June 4, 2015 Consent 

Agenda for further consideration. 

 

 

 

 

Contract with Halski Systems for IT Services  

 

Finance Director Perry reviewed the contract with Halski Systems and summarized the following: 
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2013 

• Council approved annual contract in the amount of $20,180.   

• Contract was for 10 users & 3 servers.  Police Department, Public Works and Sewer Plant were 

not included. 

2014 

• Council approved annual contract in the amount of $20,180.   

• Contract was for 10 users & 3 servers.  Police Department, Public Works and Sewer Plant were 

not included. 

2015 

• Council approved annual contract with Halski Systems in the amount of $33,825.  Included all 

departments. 

2016 

 

• Current Contract is for $49,816.50. 

• Contract increase is due to:  Cloud hosted storage space, MS Office 365 licensing, backup of 

City’s documents. 

 

There was a consensus to place the contract with Halski Systems on the June 4, 2015 Consent Agenda for 

further consideration. 

 

IGA with Hall County – Gainesville Street Paving  

 

City Manager Bill Andrew reviewed the IGA and made the following summary: 

 

• The City has budgeted $284,408.35 in local funds and $45,193 in LMIG funds for a total of 

$329,601.35.   

• The County would repay the City $66,579.47 based on the 20.2% of the road being within 

unincorporated Hall County.   

• The 20.2% is derived from 980 of 4,852 feet being unincorporated. 

• This IGA would be used only in place of the County not agreeing to sign our McEver Rd. Turn 

Lane/Paving IGA at their June 11 meeting. 

 

Councilman Richards advised that he would like to table this item until the County considers the McEver 

Road intersection improvements.   

 

Councilman Richards stated that if the City gives the County a choice of two paving options the County 

would go with the least expensive one and not complete the intersection improvements. 

 

City Manager Andrew advised that this IGA would only be introduced if the County refused to complete 

the McEver Road improvements.  The contractor is in need of an answer on what is going to be paved so 

that they may schedule accordingly.  By preparing this second IGA, if the County does not approve the 

first one, we can provide them with this one to get at least Gainesville Street paved in the interim. 

 

Continuing, Manager Andrew stated that if neither IGA is completed then the City will pave Gainesville 

Street minus the 980 feet that is Hall County jurisdiction.   

Manager Andrew expressed concerns and the possible safety issues if the entire road was not paved.  

Going from a paved to a not paved and back to a paved road on that section of Gainesville Street could be 

a road hazard.  
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Mayor Miller expressed concerns with giving them two agreements and agreed with Councilman 

Richards it may give the County an “out” where they feel they could do one job or the other. 

 

Manager Andrew advised that the City may have to rebid the project if an agreement was not locked in 

tonight. 

 

Councilman Anglin also stated that the County might feel no obligation to complete the turn lanes if they 

agree to the paving of Gainesville Street. 

 

Councilman Anglin further stated the City does need to move forward with the paving of Gainesville 

Street and hopes that the County will do the right thing and complete the intersection improvements as 

promised. 

 

Mayor Miller inquired about a 2004 IGA with Hall County for intersection improvements. 

 

City Manager Andrew advised that in 2004 the SPLOST was approved with Hall County showing 

intersection improvements along McEver Road.  

 

Continuing, Manager Andrew advised that in 2010 the County agreed to do design work and in 2012 the 

City held monies anticipating this project being completed the City paying additional monies yto upgrade 

the traffic signals to be mounted on mast arms. 

 

Councilman Richards inquired what would happen if the County refused to pave the road. 

 

City Manager Andrew advised that the City would pave our portion and leave the County portion 

unpaved. 

 

Mayor Miller advised that it was very frustrating as the citizens approved the road improvements in the 

budget and the County is not fulfilling the citizens request. 

 

Councilwoman Jones advised that she would like to see this project move forward and she was hopefully 

the County would move forward with the City. 

 

There was a consensus to place the IGA with Hall County on the June 4, 2015 Consent Agenda for further 

consideration. 

 

Homeland Security SAVE MOU  

 

Clerk McCain stated that the SAVE Program provides users with access to an internet-based system 

operated by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS), United States Citizenship and 

Immigration Services (USCIS). The SAVE System verifies status of employees eligibility to work in the 

United states. 

   

 

 

There is a minimum monthly service transaction charge of $25.00 which is automatically billed to 

agencies with verification activity during the month. 

 

Clerk McCain further advised that this agreement is an annual renewal providing Homeland Security with 

proof of budgeting for this unfunded mandate. 
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There was a consensus to place the Homeland Security SAVE MOU on the June 4, 2015 Consent Agenda 

for further consideration. 

 

Growlers on Main  - 5509 Main Street Lease Cancellation 

 

Clerk McCain advised that the Davenports are almost six months into the second year of a three year lease 

agreement and that staff received notification from Ms. Davenport that she is requesting the lease be 

terminated as of June 14, 2015 due to the proposed sale of the business.   

 

Continuing, Clerk McCain advised that the potential owners have been in contact with the office and have 

submitted a package store malt beverage license that will also be considered at this meeting as well as a 

new three year lease with the potential owners. 

 

There was a consensus to place the Davenport lease cancellation on the June 4, 2015 Voting Session 

Agenda for further consideration. 

 

Growlers on Main – 5509 Main Street New Lease Agreement  

 

Clerk McCain reviewed the lease proposal and stated that the new lease is proposed to take effect June 

14th contingent on the successful purchase of the Growlers on Main business. The new three year lease 

will have a progressively increasing rent with the first years monthly payments set at $700; the second 

year at $800 and the third year at $900.  Since the proposed occupancy date is June 14th the first 

installment has been prorated at $396.00 and regular full payments of $700 will commence on July 1, 

2015. The new owners are agreeable to the terms as set out in the new lease agreement and are excited 

about the opportunity to be a part of Main Street.  The team has already made plans to remarket the 

business and  host some events to draw more business to the downtown area.   

 

There was a consensus to place the new lease for 5509 Main Street on the June 4, 2015 Voting Session 

Agenda for further consideration. 

 

Alcoholic Beverage License for Robert Sabbath and Marc Stampfli  

 

Clerk McCain reviewed the application and stated that the Davenports have created a successful 

downtown growler shop but because of other goals they want to pursue they are selling the business and  

have a potential sale date scheduled for June 14, 2015.  

 

The new potential owners Robert Sabbath (50%) and Marc Stampfli (50%) have completed all the 

paperwork as required, they have received a copy of the current FB Code and have cleared the 

background check.  The new owners are lifelong friends that are fairly local living in unincorporated FB 

and Braselton. Mr. Stampfli will manage the business on a day to day basis.  The team has already made 

plans remarket the business and  host some events to draw more business to the downtown area.   

 

There was a consensus to place the new malt beverage package store license for Growlers on Main on the 

June 4, 2015 Voting Session Agenda for further consideration. 

Discussion – 05/19/15 Meeting Minutes  

 

Clerk McCain advised there were no changes. 
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There was a consensus to place the 05/19/15 meeting minutes on the June 4, 2015 Consent Agenda for 

further consideration. 

 

DEPARTMENT REPORTS: 

 

City Manager Report: No report 

 

City Finance Director Report: No report 

 

City Planner Report: No report  

 

City Clerk Report: No report 

 

City Attorney Report: No report 

 

Council Report: 

 

Councilman Joe Anglin that he had been approached by a constituent that had received a ticket from 

Officer Reeves and that the constituent was very pleased with the professionalism of the officer. 

 

Mayor Miller invited the public to a Mayor’s Breakfast to be held at 8:00 am on Monday June 8th at the 

Flowery Branch Depot.. 

 

ADJOURNMENT WORK SESSION: 

 

Mayor Miller adjourned the Work Session at 7:35 pm. 
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CITY OF FLOWERY BRANCH 

Voting Session Meeting Minutes 

Thursday June 4, 6:00 pm 

City of Flowery Branch City Hall 

5517 Main Street, Flowery Branch GA. 30542 
 

 

OPEN VOTING SESSION: Mayor Miller opened the voting session at 7:35 pm. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS: (2 minutes per person) 

 

Ed Lezaj – 5612 Newberry Point Drive, Flowery Branch, Ga. 30542 

 

Mr. Lezaj advised the Council that he had lived in the area for 16 years and has received 16 years of 

promises that McEver Road and Jim Crow Road would be improved. 

 

Mr. Lezaj stated that the City needed to move forward with the paving of Gainesville Street and leave the 

County’s portion unpaved and hold them accountable for it. 

 

Councilman Joe Anglin announced that the City’s auditor had recently merged with his personal and 

business accountant so he would be abstaining from the vote on this contract. 

 

There was a consensus to remove the contract with Walker, Pierce and Tuck for auditing services from 

the Consent Agenda for further consideration. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

 

1. 05/19/15 Meeting Minutes 

2. Contract with Walker, Pierce & Tuck for Auditing Services  

3. Homeland Security SAVE MOU  

4. Halski Systems IT Contract 

 

There was a motion made to approve the Consent Agenda without the contract for auditing services. 

 

MOTION: Joe Anglin 

SECOND: Fred Richards 

AYES:  Mary Jones, Fred Richards and Joe Anglin 

NAYS: None 

Motion carried. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  No unfinished business. 
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NEW BUSINESS:    
 

1st Reading of Ordinance 512 - Rezoning of a 7.88 acres in the Clarkstone Village subdivision  

 

Attorney Bennett read the caption to Ordinance 512 

 

There was a motion made to approve the first reading of Ordinance 512 

 

MOTION: Fred Richards 

SECOND: Mary Jones 

 

Discussion: 

 

Councilman Richards advised that he would agree to removing the prairie style window and 30 inches of 

brick along the bottom of the house for the back of the house only.  

 

Councilman Richards stated that the current residents expect a certain look and that removing the 

requirement in the rear of the home was a good compromise. 

 

Councilman Anglin stated that he was aware that the lot sizes were reduced in exchange for the better 

aesthetic and architectural value.  The residents want to see consistency and with the lots being smaller 

the neighbors can see the sides of the homes. 

 

Councilman Anglin advised that he was OK with removing the prairie windows and the brick at the back 

of the house but would like to see it remain on the front and sides of the homes. 

 

Councilman Richards amended his motion to allow the elimination of the prairie style windows and 30” 

of brick at the back of the homes. 

 

Councilwoman Jones amended her second. 

 

AYES:  Mary Jones, Fred Richards and Joe Anglin 

NAYS: None 

Motion carried 

 

1st Reading Ordinance 513 – 2015 Ad Valorem Tax  

 

Attorney Bennett read the caption to Ordinance 513. 

 

There was a motion made to approve the first reading of Ordinance 513 as read. 

 

MOTION: Fred Richards 

SECOND: Mary Jones 

 

Discussion: 

 

Councilman Joe Anglin advised that he always has been and always will be against tax increases.  

Councilman Anglin advised that he felt all the projects and new items being requested would be able to be 

achieved under the current budget if the mill rate was rolled back. 
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Mayor Miller informed the public that the City is not raising the millage rate as it is staying the same; it is 

just not rolling back the amount that has increased due to increased tax assessments. Further, not all 

residents will see this increased tax rate as their assessment has not increased. 

 

Councilman Richards advised that he too hates to increase millage rates and stated that the City is not 

increasing the millage rate and has no control over the assessments of property. 

 

Councilman Richards further stated that as the economy dwindled and the property values decreased the 

City never once raised millage rates to compensate for that loss. 

 

Mayor Miller further stated that he had had some concerns with the current appeals on property values 

that were currently being considered as those changes will greatly impact the City revenue. 

 

AYES:  Mary Jones, Fred Richards and Mayor Mike Miller. 

NAYS: Joe Anglin 

Motion carried 

 

IGA with Hall County – Gainesville Street Paving 

 

There was a motion made to approve the IGA with Hall County for the paving of Gainesville Street. 

 

MOTION: Joe Anglin 

SECOND: Mary Jones 

AYES:  Mary Jones, Joe Anglin and Mayor Mike Miller 

NAYS: Fred Richards 

Motion carried 

 

Growlers on Main  - 5509 Main Street Lease Cancellation  

 

There was a motion made to cancel the lease with Ashley Cooper Davenport pending the sale of the 

Growlers on Main business. 

 

MOTION: Fred Richards 

SECOND: Joe Anglin 

AYES:  Mary Jones, Feed Richards and Joe Anglin.  

NAYS: None 

Motion carried 

 

Growlers on Main – 5509 Main Street New Lease Agreement  

 

There was a motion made to approve the lease with Marc Stampfli and Robert Sabbath at 5509 Main 

Street pending the purchase for the Growlers on Main Street business. 

 

MOTION: Joe Anglin 

SECOND: Fred Richards 

AYES:  Mary Jones, Fred Richards and Joe Anglin.  

NAYS: None 

Motion carried 

 

 



June 4, 2015 

Page 17 of 17 

 

Alcoholic Beverage License for Robert Sabbath and Marc Stampfli  

 

There was a motion made to approve the malt beverage package store license for Marc Stampfli and 

Robert Sabbath contingent on the successful purchase of the Growlers on Main Street business. 

 

MOTION: Fred Richards 

SECOND: Joe Anglin 

AYES:  Mary Jones, Fred Richards and Joe Anglin.  

NAYS: None 

Motion carried 

 

Contract with Walker, Pierce & Tuck for Auditing Services 

 

There was a motion made to approve the contract with Walker, Pierce and Tuck for auditing service for 

fiscal year 2016 thru fiscal year 2018. 

 

MOTION: Fred Richards 

SECOND: Mary Jones 

AYES:  Mary Jones, Fred Richards and Mayor Mike Miller  

NAYS: None 

ABSTAIN: Joe Anglin 

Motion carried 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION: No executive session 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

There was a motion made to adjourn the meeting at 8:03 pm. 

 

MOTION: Fred Richards 

SECOND: Mary Jones 

AYES:  Mary Jones, Fred Richards and Joe Anglin.  

NAYS: None 

Motion carried 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________________________________   ________________   ________________________________ 

Mike Miller, Mayor    Date             Melissa McCain, City Clerk 

 


